
Oil
No single fluid is more vital to a healthy engine than 
clean oil. As it lubricates and cools, oil loses its protective 
properties and picks up impurities. That’s why regularly 
scheduled changes—including the oil filter—are so important.

Battery
Nothing controls as many functions in your car as the 
battery. The punishing cold of winter takes its toll, so get 
your battery tested to ensure it has maximum cranking 
power. If it doesn’t, replace it right away—nobody wants  
to get stranded.

Tires
Tire pressure should match the recommended levels on 
the driver’s side door panel or in your vehicle owners 
manual. Both under- and over-inflated tires can cause 
problems. Also inspect the tread for uneven wear—which 
could indicate the need for a wheel alignment—and look for 
bulges and bald spots.

Wiper blades
Wiper blades play a huge role in visibility. Replace them 
every six months or when they appear worn, cracked or 
torn, or when they streak, smear and chatter. And don’t 
forget to top off your washer fluid.

Fluids
Top off all fluids. And if you notice any puddles or stains 
under your car, don’t ignore them. Leaking fluids can 
include radiator coolant, battery acid, water, fuel, engine oil 
and gear oil, as well as brake fluids, power steering, shocks, 
struts, transmission and windshield washer. 

Hoses and belts
Hoses and belts are key to many of your car’s systems, so 
inspect them closely for splits, cracks, bulges and other 
signs of excessive wear, and replace them before they fail 
and cause major problems. Even minor fraying may call for 
preventive maintenance.  

Brakes
Have a pro check the entire brake system. Possible signs 
of trouble include a high screech or grinding sound; the 
car pulling to one side when you brake; and the pedal 
vibrating, grabbing or otherwise feeling “off” when pushed. 

Shocks and struts
Shocks and struts seen better days? Probably so, if your  
car rolls or sways on turns, if the front end dives  
when braking, if the rear end drops when  
accelerating, or if the vehicle sits lower in the  
front or rear.

Lights
Night vision not what it used to be? Your car’s  
headlights may need a thorough cleaning.  
Polish hazy headlights with a soft toothbrush,  
baking soda and water to help them shine  
brightly again. If they’re old or damaged, you may  
need to replace them.

Air conditioner
Following a season of little use in many areas, it’s  
important to make sure your vehicle’s air conditioning 
system is free of any issues and runs at peak efficiency.  
Get it tested before hot weather sets in.

Wash
Give your car a thorough hand-washing from top to bottom, 
using a product specifically made for automobile finishes. 
Always clean tires and wheels before washing the body, and 
don’t forget to wax: It protects the car’s finish and makes 
subsequent washing much easier. And vacuum inside!

A spring car-care checklist 
See Ya, Winter! 

To find the nearest AAA Approved Auto Repair and AAA Car Care/ 
AAA Car Care Plus location, visit AAA.com/AutoRepair.


